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The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 


COUNSEL  TO  A  MISSIONARY  UNDER 
APPOINTMENT. 


Dear  Friend  : — By  appointment  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  you  are  now 
enrolled  in  the  noble  army  of  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries.  The  “  Letter  of  Instructions  ” 
placed  in  your  hands  contains  all  that  need 
be  said  on  the  business  side  of  the  trans¬ 
action.  There  are  other  aspects  of  the 
high  calling,  however,  on  which  a  few 
words  of  counsel  may  be  helpful. 

THE  PREPARATION. 

The  necessary  preparation  for  your  de¬ 
parture  to  the  field  will  involve  heavy 
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demands  on  your  time  and  strength.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  suggestions  made  in  the 
“  Outfit  List  ”  furnished  you,  and  others 
which  may  reach  you  from  experienced 
missionaries,  many  perplexing  questions 
will  remain  to  be  decided.  What  to  take 

and  what  to  leave  behind  ;  how 
Perplexing;  ,  ,  ..  , 

Questions  rn^^y  of  the  comforts  of  the 

American  home  to  carry  with 
you  ;  what  to  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of 
simplicity  in  the  style  of  your  living 
at  your  missionary  station  among  peo¬ 
ple  of  simple  habits  and  often  of  deep 
poverty  ;  what  to  do  with  the  gifts  of 
friends,  frequently  showered  upon  young 
missionaries  through  mistaken  kindness 
and  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  situation  on 
the  foreign  field  ;  the  burden  of  purchas¬ 
ing  and  packing,  and,  most  of  all,  the  an¬ 
ticipated  farewell  to  home  and  loved  ones 
casting  its  shadow  over  you  as  the  day 
draws  near — these  and  similar  things  will 
put  you  under  a  severe  strain,  tending  not 
only  to  exhaust  you  physically,  but  to  unfit 
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you  spiritually  for  that  close  fellowship 
with  Christ  which  is  above  all  things  the 
main  requisite  in  the  missionary’s  equip¬ 
ment.  The  late  Dr.  John  L.  Nevius,  of 
China,  in  writing  to  the  lady  who  was  soon 
to  become  his  wife,  just  after  his  appoint¬ 
ment  to  Ningpo,  said;  “Let  me  close 
with  a  little  advice  suited  to  both  of  us. 
Do  not  be  too  industrious,  nor  let  accumu¬ 
lating  business  encroach  upon  the  hours  of 
prayer  or  draw  our  minds  away  from 
thoughts  of  Him  on  whom  our  hopes  are 
stayed.’’  Face  and  settle  all  perplexities 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  you  met  and 
decided  the  fundamental  question  of  your 
duty  to  become  a  foreign  missionary, 
obedient  to  the  constraining  love  of 
Christ. 


Before  departing  to  the  mis- 
field  to  which  you  have 
been  assigned,  it  would  be  well 
for  you  to  give  what  time  you  can  to 
the  study  of  that  field.  You  will  find 
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it  of  advantage  to  know  something  of 
the  country  where  your  lot  is  to  be  cast, 
and  of  the  people  for  whom  you  are  to 
labor.  Facilities  for  such  study  are  now 
within  easy  reach,  and  the  Secretary  in 
charge  of  the  correspondence  with  your 
Mission  will  gladly  give  you  suggestions 
on  the  subject. 


THE  JOURNEY. 

Your  journey  to  the  field  will  introduce 
you  to  many  novel  experiences  and  bring 
within  your  reach  splendid  opportunities 
for  observation.  Take  all  reasonable  ad¬ 
vantage  of  these  opportunities  without 
departing  from  the  route  marked  out  for 
you  or  making  a  business  of  sight-seeing. 
Travel  is  an  education,  and  the  more 
knowledge  a  missionary  can  acquire  of 
men  and  things  which  naturally  fall  under 
his  notice,  the  better  will  he  be  equipped 
for  the  work  which  lies  before  him. 
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Qodly 

Example. 


In  journeying  toward  your 
field,  however,  it  is  affectionate¬ 
ly  suggested  that  you  bear  con¬ 


stantly  in  mind  your  high  calling,  so  that 
your  fellow-travelers  may  not  only  have 
no  occasion  to  speak  disparagingly  of  the 
cause  to  which  you  have  given  your  life, 
but  be  impressed  with  the  high  standard 
of  missionary  character.  Seek  wisely  for 
opportunities  to  speak  a  word  for  Christ 
by  the  way,  and  be  ready  to  help  in  public 
worship  as  occasion  may  offer. 


ON  THE  FIELD. 


Your  arrival  on  the  mission  field  will 
mark  an  epoch  in  your  history.  The 
novelty  of  the  situation  will  presently  dis¬ 
appear,  and  you  will  stand  face  to  face 
with  the  grave,  unattractive,  and  some¬ 
times  even  repulsive  realities  of  foreign 
mission  work. 


6  Counsel  to  a  Missionary  Under  Appointment. 

You  will  soon  discover  that 
Self=Denial.  ggif.^enial  must  be  a  large 
element  in  the  life  of  a  foreign  mission¬ 
ary.  It  is  true  that  as  self-sacrificing  a 
man  as  David  Livingstone,  when  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  Dark  Continent,  scouted 
the  idea  of  calling  any  service  for  Christ 
a  sacrifice,  no  matter  what  privation  or 
suffering  it  involved.  But  self-denial  and 
self-sacrifice  are  relative  terms,  and  in 
their  ordinary  acceptation  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  exercising  them  on  the  foreign 
field  are  neither  few  nor  small.  In  most 
of  our  Missions  the  struggle  with  condi¬ 
tions  of  life  in  tropical  countries,  far  Lorn 
the  environment  of  a  Christian  civiliza¬ 
tion,  is  real  and  often  severe.  No  Church 
or  Board  has  any  right  to  increase  that 
severity  by  withholding  from  the  mission¬ 
ary  such  elements  of  comfort  as  are  essen¬ 
tial  to  health,  provided  they  can  be  secured. 
But  beyond  this  the  missionary’s  mode  of 
life  should  be  above  reasonable  criticism, 
so  that  at  least  the  friends  of  missions  may 
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have  no  occasion  to  find  fault.  Adoniram 
Judson,  the  Apostle  of  Burmah,  gave  this 
advice  to  missionaries — “  Beware  of  gen¬ 
teel  living.  Maintain  as  little  intercourse 
as  possible  with  fashionable  European 
society.  The  mode  of  life  adopted  by 
many  missionaries  in  the  East  is  quite 
inconsistent  with  that  familiar  intercourse 
with  the  natives  which  is  essential  to  a 
missionary.”  Mrs.  Weitbrecht,  in  “Female 
Missionaries  in  India,”  writes  ;  “Simplicity 
in  dress,  in  household  arrangements,  and 
in  our  general  ideas  we  must  studiously 
practice,  f*  have  often  observed  that  some 
things  which  startle  us  in  others  on  our 
arrival  on  the  mission  field,  become  event¬ 
ually  too  familiar,  and  we  are  in  danger  of 
forgetting  simplicity  altogether.  I  would 
be  no  advocate  for  unnecessary  self-denial 
of  the  body.  It  is  both  unwise  and  unsafe. 

I  would  have  missionaries  enjoy  every 
outward  comfort  and  reasonable  alleviation 
of  the  climate,  but  the  spirit  of  simplicity 
must  prevail  and  be  apparent  all  through.” 
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A  short  time  should  suffice  in 
ordinary  cases  for  your  settle¬ 
ment  in  a  home.  After  that  your 
first  attention  should  be  given  to  the  study 
of  the  language.  Our  Manual  says  :  “  The 
ability  to  read,  but  especially  to  speak,  the 
native  language,  is  an  indispensable  quali¬ 
fication  for  missionary  service.”  Mission¬ 
aries  and  Mission  Boards  agree  in  this,  and 
it  is  the  dictate  of  common  sense.  On  the 
day  of  Pentecost  every  man  heard  the  Word 
in  his  own  tongue,  and  so  must  it  be  to¬ 
day  if  seasons  of  Pentecostal  power  are  to 
be  enjoyed  in  the  foreign  field.*  Dr.  John 
Murdoch,  in  his  “  Indian  Missionary  Man¬ 
ual,”  says  :  “  Next  to  the  care  of  religion 
in  his  own  soul,  the  thorough  acquisition  of 
the  native  language  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
important  duty  of  a  missionary.  Upon  this 
his  usefulness  will,  to  a  large  extent,  de¬ 
pend.”  Dr.  Nevius  confirms  this  estimate 
as  follows  :  “  Whatever  department  of  work 
the  new  missionary  may  devote  himself  to 
in  the  future,  there  is  no  room  for  doubt 
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that  his  first  duty  is  to  give  his  time  and 
energies  to  the  thorough  acquisition  of  the 
language  as  a  necessary  prerequisite  to  use¬ 
fulness  of  any  kind.”  To  this  may  well  be 
added  this  further  testimony  of  Dr.  Mur¬ 
doch  ;  “The  experience  of  a  century  has 
confirmed  the  truth  of  the  observation  that 
if  a  missionary  does  not  get  over  the  main  diffi¬ 
culties  of  the  language  within  a  year,  there  is 
little  likelihood  of  his  getting  over  them  at  all” 
Unless  in  cases  of  exceptional  pressure,  the 
Mission  is  expected  to  so  adjust  the  new 
missionary’s  duties  as  to  leave  ample  time 
for  the  study  of  the  language. 


Cultivate  a  teachable  dis- 
Teachableness.  position.  Dismiss  all  pre¬ 
conceived  ideas  of  what  the 
work  and  the  workers  should  be,  until  you 
have  tested  them  by  experience  and  obser¬ 
vation.  Keep  youi:  eyes  open  but  your  lips 
closed.  Reserve  your  opinions.  You  will 
find  your  fellow-laborers  ready  to  give  you 
the  benefit  of  their  experience.  Receive 
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their  suggestions  gratefully  and  act  upon 
them  until  you  have  put  them  to  the  test. 
You  will  thus  avoid  many  mistakes  into 
which  one  is  liable  to  fall  who  is  ignorant 
of  the  country  and  the  people.  Especially 
heed  the  counsel  of  your  fellow-mission¬ 
aries  as  to  the  care  of  your  health.  You  will 
find  the  climate  and  conditions  of  life 
widely  different  from  those  in  the 
home  land.  Great  caution  will  be  re¬ 
quired  till  you  become  acclimated,  and 
your  colleagues  in  the  Mission  are 
.well  able  to  advise  you  in  so  important 
a  matter. 


Personal  ^  mission,  but  especially  a  sta- 

Relations.  unlike  a  family.  Cut 

off,  in  most  instances,  from  inter¬ 
course  with  people  of  their  own  race  and 
training,  missionaries  must  depend  largely 
upon  each  other  for  social  fellowship.  More¬ 
over,  their  homes  are  frequently  in  close 
proximity,  sometimes  in  the  same  com¬ 
pound,  so  .that  they  are  thrown  constantly 
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together.  There  is  also  room  for  honest 
differences  of  opinion  in  mission  policy  and 
methods  of  work.  These  and  other  phases 
of  missionary  life  sometimes  lead  to  strain¬ 
ed  relations.  The  young  missionary  would 
do  well,  therefore,  from  the  outset  to  guard 
against  yielding  to  such  temptations,  and 
resolve,  by  divine  help,  to  “let  love  of  the 
brethren  continue.”  Strive  to  bear  and  for¬ 
bear.  Fresh  from  the  home  land,  with  its 
wealth  of  facilities  for  developing  the  spir¬ 
itual  life,  you  may,  by  divine  help,  carry 
with  you  a  great  blessing  to  the  weary  toil¬ 
ers  at  the  front,  so  that  your  presence  may 
be  a  benediction.  You  need  not  be  told 
however,  that  such  an  outcome  is  possible 
only  where  the  effort  is  characterized  by 
humility  and  love.  A  spirit  of  criticism 
would  be  fatal  to  such  a  spiritual  uplift, 
and  would  begin  at  once  to  imperil  your 
personal  relations  with  your  fellow-mis¬ 
sionaries.  A  missionary  of  large  experi¬ 
ence  writes  :  “One  of  the  most  helpful 
missionaries  I  have  ever  known  was  one 
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not  brilliant  as  a  student  of  the  language, 
nor  as  a  preacher,  but  whose  conversation 
was  so  full  of  Christ  and  heaven,  a  man, 
withal,  of  genial  temper  and  fond  of  humor, 
that  from  the  very  first  weeks  of  his  mis¬ 
sionary  life  his  presence  in  the  mission  was 
felt  to  be  a  blessing  and  a  power.” 

Seek  to  adapt  yourself 
Adaptation,  cheerfully  to  the  ever-varying 
exigencies  of  missionary  ser¬ 
vice.  Do  not  set  your  heart  too  much  on 
any  one  form  of  service,  or  on  any  particu¬ 
lar  location,  unless  the  Board  has  made 
definite  arrangement  with  you  on  these 
points  in  advance.  Missionary  work  is 
many-sided,  and  its  various  departments 
must  be  sustained  in  order  to  symmetrical 
development.  It  is  often  necessary  for  a 
missionary  to  change  from  one  department 
to  another,  or  from  one  station  to  another. 
Hold  yourself  ready  to  go  into  any  branch 
of  the  work  which  the  Mission  may  deem 
best.  Be  flexible.  Maintain  a  broad  in- 
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terest  in  all  departments,  and  recognize 
the  importance  of  the  work  committed  to 
your  fellow-laborers,  as  well  as  that  for 
which  you  are  responsible. 


On  this  important  point 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Labaree, 
D.D.,  for  thirty  years  one  of 


Relations  to 
Natives. 


our  missionaries  in  Persia,  writes  to  a 
young  missionary  as  follows:  “Let  me 
advise  you  to  be  quite  willing  to  qualify 
some  of  your  American  opinions  and 
standards,  where  principle  is  not  involved, 
especially  in  your  relations  with  the  na¬ 
tives.  Social  customs  you  will  find  differ¬ 
ing  widely  from  what  you  have  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to.  I  have  known  missionaries  to 
sacrifice  their  influence  to  a  considerable 
degree  among  the  natives  whom  they  would 
win  to  Christ,  by  their  inability  to  conform 
to  some  little  matters  of  Oriental  etiquette, 
where  no  loss  of  character  or  dignity  was 
involved.  Enter  sympathetically  into  the 
life  and  thought  of  the  people  for  whom 
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you  labor.  Give  them  full  credit  for  what 
is  commendable  in  them,  and  be  tolerant 
of  what  is  harmless  in  their  beliefs  and 
customs,  and  be  charitable  towards  their 
faults.  If  you  take  the  Apostle’s  principle  for 
your  own,  of  being  “  all  things  to  all  men,” 
that  you  may  by  all  means  save  some,  you 
will  be  far  more  sure  of  success  in  your 
enterprise  than  if  you  follow  the  example 
of  most  Europeans  abroad,  who  sneer  at 
the  natives’  peculiarities  and  judge  them 
severely  by  Western  standards.  You  may 
think  it  impossible  to  bridge  the  social 
chasm  between  the  Oriental  and  the  Occi¬ 
dental,  but  do  not  despair  of  doing  so ; 
certainly  do  not  widen  it  by  slights  on 
your  native  brothers.  It  is  possible  some 
may  do  harm  by  an  unwise  coddling  of 
the  natives.  Perhaps  there  is  more  danger 
of  the  young  missionaries  falling  into 
this  error  at  the  outset,  especially  if  set 
down  alone  among  them.  There  is  call 
here  for  a  careful  study  of  true  Christian 
sociology.  ” 


Counsel  to  a  Missionary  Under  Appoiritment.  15 


Secularization. 


To  quote  Dr.  Labaree 
again:  “  Be  on  your  guard 
against  the  secularizing  in¬ 
fluences  which  will  meet  you  at  the  very 
outset.  The  establishing  of  yourself  in  a 
new  home  under  novel  and  trying  circum¬ 
stances,  the  tedious  study  of  the  language, 
the  multiplicity  of  temporalities — unavoid¬ 
able  in  a  mission  organization,  especially 
in  the  older  missions, — and  in  which  you 
will  be  early  pressed  to  take  a  share,  while 
as  yet  your  possibilities  for  doing  direct 
work  for  souls  are  limited,  all  these  will 
have  a  tendency  to  secularize  the  drift  of 
your  thought  and  daily  life.  Be  on  your 
guard  to  resist  this  untoward,  subtle  cur¬ 
rent.  Oppose  it  by  every  form  of  earnest 
soul  culture.  Emphasize  in  every  way 
possible  the  spiritual  side  of 

Spiritual  your  calling  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Antidote.  ,,  ,  ®  ^  , 

Unless  you  are  very  watchful 

your  machinery  will  get  rusty  before  you 

have  fitted  it  into  its  new  place.  From 

your  very  entrance  into  the  Mission  where 
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you  go  you  will  be  a  factor  in  the  spiritual 
life  and  power  of  that  community.  Study 
to  be  a  factor  of  high  degree.  Subordi¬ 
nate  your  secular  duties  to  the  eternal 
interests  of  the  immortal  souls  around  you. 
Bear  ever  in  mind,  indeed  let  the  thought 
become  a  ruling  idea  of  your  whole  life, 
that  you  from  henceforth  are  a  member  of 
the  great  foreign  missionary  community, 
which  stands  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  as 
the  highest  expression  of  Christian  con¬ 
secration  and  self-sacrifice,  and  that  it 
belongs  to  you  to  maintain  by  your  per¬ 
sonal  life  the  character  of  this  body  at  the 
high  standard  which  has  been  set  for  it, 
and  which  will  in  the  fullest  measure  ex¬ 
emplify  to  the  world  the  life  and  power  of 
Christ  our  Lord.” 

To  this  end  be]  instant  in  prayer.  Guard 
your  “  quiet  hour,”  or  hours,  with  a  sacred 
jealousy.  Devout  and  methodical  study  of 
the  Bible,  and  secret  prayer  for  the  pres¬ 
ence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are 
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essential  to  a  vigorous  spiritual  life.  Secret 
prayer  paves  the  way  for  effective,  united 
prayer  and  wider  intercession.  The  last 
words  of  John  Eliot,  the  Apostle' to  the 
Indians,  were,  “  Pray,  pray,  pray  !  ”  In 
the  “  Tranquebar  Mission,”  Ziegenbalg 
testifies  :  “  We  went  always  to  our  dear 
Father  in  heaven,  and  laid  everything  be¬ 
fore  Him  in  prayer,  and  we  were  heard 
and  supported  by  Him  both  in  advice  and 
in  deeds.” 


The  Manual  is  a  series  of  rules 
The  for  the  guidance  of  the  Missions, 
Manual,  the  missionaries,  and  the  Board. 

It  has  been  prepared  with  great 
care  after  correspondence  with  the  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  embodies  the  results  of  more 
than  half  a  century  of  experience  in  the 
administration  of  foreign  missions.  You 
have  already  formally  accepted  it,  and 
thereby  declared  your  intention  to  be 
guided  by  it  in  all  matters  which  it  covers. 
You  are  most  earnestly  requested  to  study 


i8  Counsel  to  a  Missionary  Under  Appointment. 

it  in  detail.  Most  of  the  misunderstandings 
which  arise  between  the  Board  and  the 
Missions  are  traceable  to  disregard  of 
some  Manual  rule,  unintentionally,  no 
doubt,  usually,  but  none  the  less  un¬ 
fortunate  and  productive  of  harm.  Fre¬ 
quently  also  the  Board  is  requested  by  a 
Mission  or  a  missionary  to  authorize  some¬ 
thing  clearly  provided  for  in  the  Manual, 
showing  either  ignorance  or  carelessness 
concerning  the  rules.  Keep  the  little 
pamphlet  within  easy  reach,  so  as  to  fa¬ 
miliarize  yourself  with  its  contents,  re¬ 
solved  to  observe  it  in  its  spirit  and  letter. 
In  course  of  time,  should  you  deem  any 
changes  in  its  provisions  necessary,  the  way 
will  be  found  open  for  revision  through  the 
Mission  and  the  Board. 

These  words  of  counsel  are  affectionately 
commended  to  your  prayerful  considera¬ 
tion.  You  go  forth  now  as  an  ambassador 
for  Christ  to  carry  the  light  of  the  Gospel 
into  the  dark  places  of  the  earth.  You 
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go  under  the  commission  of  our  beloved 
Church,  and,  as  we  humbly  trust,  in  an¬ 
swer  to  the  call  of  the  risen  Christ.  Go  in 
the  strength  of  the  Lord  God,  confident  in 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  divine  enter¬ 
prise  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  seeking 
and  expecting  the  fulfillment  of  the  blessed 
promise  :  “  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  world.” 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions, 
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